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Annual RV Maintenance
Your guide to RV Spring Maintenance
Introduction
RV Maintenance is crucial to help prevent costly repairs, extends the lifespan of your RV and ensures a safe and comfortable travel experience. Regular maintenance also helps retain the RV resale value and minimizes the risk of breakdowns while on the road. The annual RV maintenance check is the most important and comprehensive process of all. Before you go out on the road, after months of your rig sitting in storage, you will want to make sure all is checked and repair what is needed.
Here is a starting list of items that need attention…
Maintenance Points Summary 
1. Engine, Mechanics and Chassis (Motorhome and Generator)
Engine and generator: Check belts, hoses for leaks, fluid life and levels (including transmission). Do an oil change. Check the coolant level. Batteries: inspect for corrosion (terminals, cable, connections) and charge, wet cell battery water levels. Chassis: inspect and lubricate where needed. Inspect wheels, brakes and suspension. Tires: inflation, tread wear and rotation. Lights, check all are working. Jacks and levelers: test they are working properly. Lubricate: jacks, hitches, slide outs, hinges, anything else that moves.
2. Exterior
Roof: inspect for sealant cracks / holes, seams and joints, repair as needed. Awnings: inspect and clean; does the fabric need replacing (lifespan 3 – 5 years). Windows and doors: check seals and repair as needed. Windshield and wipers shape, replenish washer fluid. First wash and wax of the new season.
3. Gas System (LP)
Inspect for connection / operation, propane leaks, and safety.
4. Plumbing
De-winterize: flushing the water system of anti-freeze and sanitize holding tanks (black, grey and fresh). Check for leaks in the pipes, valves, seals, pumps and drains. Change the water filter. Water heater: flush out the sediment buildup and check temperature control.
5. Electrical
Check the currents, batteries, and anything with a cord. Check the spare fuses for missing sizes.
6. Appliances
Refrigerator, stove, oven, microwave: check the temperatures to make sure they are consistent and correct. Air conditioner and furnace heater: change filters and clean coils / vent and ducts.
 7. Safety Equipment and First Aid
Safety detectors: smoke, CO2, LP (propane); replace the batteries and bring some extras. Fire Extinguisher: check (expiry date) and recharge if it is due. Replenish the First Aid kit.
8. Interior Deep Clean
Once all the checks are complete, deep clean and declutter the interior. Dust, vacuum, change linen and restock the cleaning and laundry supplies. You are now ready to pack up for a trip.
Some RV companies offer Spa or Detailing for RV deep clean on the exterior and interior.
9. A Few More Things
Maintenance Log: be sure to write your findings in the RV’s Maintenance Log.
Weigh your RV: On your first outing, be sure to weigh your loaded rig for weight compliance.

Enjoy your first adventure of the year!

A Few More Tips
· Organization: If everything has a place, it helps keep your RV clean and makes it easier to find things. It also helps in keeping the weight down. Bins are your best friend! Dollarama (Canada) and Ikea have great affordable options.
· Packing Lists: prompts on the essentials and the things you don’t want to live without. Be sure to make ones that meet your personal needs. Reassess after each trip, and eliminate what was not used.
· First Aid Kit Essentials: Band-Aids, sunscreen, burn salve, bug spray, anti-itch salve, citronella candles.
· Roadside Emergency Kit: ice scraper, tire chains, screwdrivers, lug wrench, tire pressure gauge, flashlight and batteries, matches and fire starters, water, blankets.
· Attitude: Most Important: Don’t leave your attitude of fun and adventure at home! Enjoy the sun and the Peace Of Mind that nature brings.
Disclaimer:
This checklist is intended for basic maintenance reference and is not all inclusive. Your own RV may or may not have the stated components or may have others not stated here. Please refer to OEM documents for proper engine, transmission, chassis and other maintenance specific to your RV / tow vehicle. Read the RV manuals.



